
Dear Friends, 

We are fast approaching November 20 a date set aside by the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
as a day of observance for Survivors of Suicide Loss. The Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation is asking that 
you take a minute to read an article published in the October 24, 2010 Columbus Dispatch regarding, An Illu-

sion of Treatment.   

Suicide is a major public health issue and it is the 10th leading cause of death for Ohioans. The most actuari-
ally sound data from 2008 states that 1,402 Ohioans died by suicide. Studies have shown that 90% of suicide 
completions are related to undiagnosed or undertreated depression, other mental illnesses and or substance 
use disorder. These chronic and progressive illnesses are impacting Ohioans’ health at an alarming rate, in 
fact people with serious mental illness die 25 years earlier than the general population (CDC Preventing 
Chronic Disease Vol. 3:No.2, Apr.2006) 

Ohio is in the midst of some difficult economic times yet at the core of who we are as a people let us never 
become so callous as to not care for one another. 

As Martin Luther King, Jr. said, 

 “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and conven-

ience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”   

Join the Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation and advocate to the Ohio legislature, policy makes, and the next 
Governor that returning greatness to Ohio is dependent on the health and well-being of Ohioans’ body, mind 
and spirit. In communities across Ohio people are reaching out to try and help make a positive difference. 

Let your voice be heard, write a letter to your Legislator, put an editorial in your local news paper emphasizing 
the need for increased funding for the prevention of suicide and the treatment of mental illness and addiction.  

We must restore hope and connect for life for all Ohioans. This is a call to action! 

 

Thank you in advance for making sure your voice is heard. 

 

Carolyn Givens, Executive Director 

Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation   

 

Read these articles from the Columbus Dispatch: 

'An illusion of treatment' 

1988 act worked well, for a few years 

Son's lonely ride through mental illness ends 

Clients easily fall through safety net 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=25265363&msgid=382426&act=7GPG&c=260889&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dispatch.com%2Flive%2Fcontent%2Flocal_news%2Fstories%2F2010%2F10%2F24%2Fan-illusion-of-treatment.html%3Fadsec%3Dpolitics%26sid%3D101
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=25265363&msgid=382426&act=7GPG&c=260889&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dispatch.com%2Flive%2Fcontent%2Flocal_news%2Fstories%2F2010%2F10%2F24%2F1988-act-worked-well-for-a-few-years.html%3Fadsec%3Dpolitics%26sid%3D101
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=25265363&msgid=382426&act=7GPG&c=260889&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dispatch.com%2Flive%2Fcontent%2Flocal_news%2Fstories%2F2010%2F10%2F24%2Fsons-lonely-ride-through-mental-illness-ends.html%3Fadsec%3Dpolitics%26sid%3
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=25265363&msgid=382426&act=7GPG&c=260889&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dispatch.com%2Flive%2Fcontent%2Flocal_news%2Fstories%2F2010%2F10%2F24%2Fclients-easily-fall-through-safety-net.html%3Fadsec%3Dpolitics%26sid%3D101
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Special Announcement In Injury and Violence Prevention from Children’s Safety Network 

A Center for American Progress (CAP) brief examines the integration of behavioral health services into primary 

care and offers suggestions on how best to achieve care integration under the national health care reform law.  

The brief highlights current issues impeding care integration including a shortage of behavioral health providers, 

a disparity in access to behavioral health services and a lack of financial incentives for primary care providers to 

deliver high-quality behavioral health services.  Additionally the authors examine insurance and financial barri-

ers preventing individuals from receiving behavioral health services and structural  aspects of the U.S. health 

care system that impede care integration.  The brief recommends measures to improve care integration. pro-

poses increased protection against discrimination for individuals with behavioral health disorders, and advo-

cates for more youth-specific services. 

Dear Colleague letter: Harassment and bullying (October 26, 2010). Background, summary, and fast facts. - 
ED resources 
The U.S. Department of Education (ED) issued guidance to support educators in combating bullying in schools 

by clarifying when student bullying may violate federal education anti-discrimination laws.  

 

The guidance also makes clear that, while current laws do not protect against harassment based on religion or 

sexual orientation, they do include protection against harassment of members of religious groups based on 

shared ethnic characteristics as well as gender and sexual harassment of gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, and trans-

gender individuals. 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-201010.pdf 

 

"Dear Colleague" letter, sent to schools, colleges and universities, explains educators' legal obligations to pro-

tect students from: student-on-student racial and national origin harassment; sexual and gender-based harass-

ment; and disability harassment.  

 

The letter provides examples of harassment and illustrates how a school should respond in each case.  

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201010.html 

Locate substance abuse and mental health treatment facilities across the United States at the following  
SAMHSA links. Click here for the substance abuse and treatment facility locator.  Click here for the mental 
health services locator. 
 

SAMHSA Encourages Use of Mental Health Services Locator 

Center For American Progress Examines Integration of Behavioral Health Services into 
Primary Care 

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/10/pdf/mentalhealth.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-201010.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201010.html
http://findtreatment.samhsa.gov/
http://store.samhsa.gov/mhlocator
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SAMHSA is announcing the release of Leading Change: A Plan for SAMHSA's Roles and Actions 2011–
2014 - a detailed plan for achieving the goals of the Agency's eight new strategic initiatives. These initia-
tives are designed to enhance the Agency's effectiveness by focusing its talents and resources on the 
key elements of its mission - reducing the impact of substance abuse and mental illness in America's 
communities. The eight strategic initiative categories are as follows: 

· Prevention of Substance Abuse and Mental Illness 

· Trauma and Justice 

· Military Families 

· Health Care Reform 

· Housing and Homelessness 

· Health Information Technology, Electronic Health Records 

· Data, Outcomes, and Quality: Demonstrating Results 

· Public Awareness and Support 
  
SAMHSA's eight strategic initiatives are critical for enhancing its overall capacity to provide effective be-
havioral health services and information for a wide spectrum of needs. The Agency sought public sup-
port and is committed to doing everything possible to make a difference in improving the nation’s behav-
ioral health care system.  
 
To read the full report, click here.  
 

 

QUESTIONS?  Contact OSPF at (614) 292-8585 or email at givens.62@osu.edu or  

holton.32@osu.edu 

See Attached for Important Information about OSPF’s 

Seventh Annual Suicide Prevention Coalition  

Conference! 

http://www.samhsa.gov/about/strategy.aspx











