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KFF Finds High Incidence of Chronic Physical and Mental Conditions Increases
Cost and Service Ultilization for Dual Eligibles

From SAMSHA's Weekly Financing News Pulse, 7/ 23

A Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF) brief analyzed Medicare and Medicaid data, finding that more than
20 percent of dual eligibles have multiple mental/cognitive conditions and roughly 60 percent have multi-
ple chronic physical conditions. In contrast, only 5 percent of Medicare enrollees have more than one
mental/cognitive condition and only 50 percent have multiple chronic physical conditions. In addition,
KFF reports that nearly 40 percent of dual eligibles have both a physical and mental condition, com-
pared with only 17 percent of other Medicare beneficiaries. The authors consider the implications of the
findings for provisions within federal health care reform that seek to improve service delivery and coordi-
nation for dual eligibles. (KFF, 7/12; Kaiser Health News, 7/16).

AHRQ State Snapshots Expanded to Include New Data on Health Insurance Coverage

The agency for Healthcare Resear cystate qualiydasd hastbged s annual
expanded to include new data on health insurance, including data on health care quality categorized by

source of payment. This includes private insurance, Medicare, Medicaid and those without insurance.

The 2009 State Snapshots released by AHRQ on July 22 are available here.

Legislation Introduced to Create Federally Qualified Behavioral Health Centers

Several weeks ago, Rep. Doris Matsui (D-CA) introduced H.R. 5636, a bill that would increase Medicaid
funding for facilities providing community-based behavioral services to low-income residents. The bill,
also known as the Community Mental Health and Addiction Safety Net Equity Act of 2010, would estab-
lish a national network of Federally Qualified Behavioral Health Centers (FQBHCs). Proponents of the bill
believe that the higher reimbursements will improve access to behavioral health services in underserved
areas. The bill was referred to the House Energy and Commerce Committee. To read more, please click
here.

Coverage for Ohioans with Pre-Existing Conditionsd Please Read!

As you may be aware, the new federal health care reform law requires states to set up a temporary health
insurance programd or a f h i g-Hor uninssr&d pgoplewitld preexisting health conditions, including
several mental illnesses. This program will last until 2014, when full federal reforms will take effect. Ohio
has designated Medical Mutual of Ohio as the nonprofit entity to administer the high risk pool program for
the state. Please get the word out to eligible Ohioans about this important program. Beginning Au-
gust 1, applications will be available to download and print at www.ohiohighriskpool.com, Consumers can
call 1-877-730-1117 beginning August 2 to request a written application form and instructions. It is important
to note that there are only sufficient funds to cover approximately 5,500 Ohioans and it is estimated that five
times as many people are eligible. This means that applications will be taken on a first-come, first-served
basis.



http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/8081.pdf
http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/8081.pdf
http://statesnapshots.ahrq.gov/snaps09/index.jsp
http://sacramento.bizjournals.com/sacramento/stories/2010/07/05/daily8.html
http://sacramento.bizjournals.com/sacramento/stories/2010/07/05/daily8.html
http://www.ohiohighriskpool.com
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Feds Roll Out New PTSD Benefits for Veterans

CNN

New regulations just announced by the Department of Veterans Affairs will make it easier for veterans to

receive benefits for post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Under the current rules, applicants must

document a specific event (such as explosion or firefight) as the cause of their PTSD. The new system
acknowledges fAthe inherently stressful nature of e p
which the reality and fear of hostile or terroris act
the VAG6s acting und eCliskénaretechezk oyt thé DepartimentrofVeterdns Affairs

National Center for PTSD.

SAMSHA and the Ad Council Launch National Campaigns to Raise Awareness
About Mental Health Problems in Multicultural Communities

SAMSHA and the Ad Council announced the launch of national public service advertising campaigns to
promote recovery from mental health problems in a culturally relevant way within Hispanic/Latino, Ameri-
can Indian and Chinese American communities. The new campaigns, launched in conjunction with Na-
tional Minority Health Month, are designed to educate and inspire young adults to talk openly about men-
tal health issues. A campaign to reach African American young adults was launched earlier this year.

For more information

American Association of Suicidology Announces Webinar on Suicide Risk in Primary
Care

Registration is now open for the webinar Recognizing and Responding to Suicide Risk in Primary Care.
There are four different presentation dates and times to choose from. This 90-minute program, which
uses clinical vignettes, provides the learner with an interactive approach to recognizing the signs of de-
pression and determining suicide risk. This webinar offers 1.5 CME credits. For more information

HHS SAMSHA and The Nati onal Center f or Ct

New Publication

The National Technical Assistance Center for Childrenod
ability of a monograph written for a broad range of leaders. The monograph describes a new approach

to childrends ment al health that has been inspired b
area of childrendéds physical heal th, increased recogn
values, and greater understanding of the ways health
ment. The monograph presents a framework to help leaders bring about multi-system, multi-sector

changes that can i mpr ove c hbeihgd Cliekhéesto downfoaddhe fuheal t h and
monograph and the expanded executive summary.

y
it
y


http://www.ptsd.va.gov/
http://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/
http://www.suicidology.org/web/guest/education-and-train/rrsr-pc-webinar
http://mentalhealth.vermont.gov/sites/dmh/files/resources/DMH-Public_Health_Approach_Summary.pdf
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Pennsylvania Approves Cabinet-Level Agency to Oversee Substance Abuse Programs

On July 3, the Pennsylvania General Assembly approved legislation (HB 1186) that would establish a

cabinetl evel agency to oversee the stateds substance « use
sylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Program, would absorb the Pennsylvania Department of

Heal t hés Bureau of Drug and Al cohol Progr ams. Law aker
crease the stateds operating costs from | ess than 1 mi

SPRC Adds the Student Support Network (SSN) Program to Section III of the BPR

TheLet ' s Tal k Gat préagem pas developea byrithie Magsachusetts Department of Public
Health. The program provides suicide prevention training to adults who care for children, particularly
foster parents. Training content includes: myths and facts about suicide; risk and protective factors for
suicide; warning signs of suicide; how to communicate about suicide with at-risk youth; how to restrict
means; and how to respond to a suicide crisis. Programs listed in Section Il of the BPR address specific
objectives of the National Strategy for Suicide Prevention and have been reviewed for accuracy, safety,
likelihood of meeting objectives, and adherence to prevention program guidelines. For more information,
click here.

Please see the next page for important information

about a Suicide Prevention Week event!

QUESTIONS? Contact OSPF at (614) 292-8585 or email at givens.62@osu.edu or
holton.32@osu.edu


http://www.sprc.org/featured_resources/bpr/PDF/StudentSupportNetwork.pdf
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Dear Friends,
I 6m writing today to invite you to | oi nWaetaesday $eptembérB, e e

Sui ¢

2010. Inthe Webinar lwildi scuss Ohi obs suicide trends and prevention e

who will introduce a new technology-assisted approach to suicide prevention gatekeeper training (summary below). Dr.
Albright is a clinical psychologist and Director of Applied Research at the learning technology company, Kognito Interac-
tive.

Who should attend? Information presented in the Webinar will be of special interest to legislators, policymakers, educa-
tors, and clinical service providers as well as leaders working in the following areas: Mental Health, Youth Services, Al-
cohol and Drug Addiction Services, Health, Education, Rehab and Corrections, Supreme Court, Juvenile Court, Drug
Courts, Mental Health Courts, National Guard, Veterans Affairs, Ohio Board of Regents i as well as Behavioral Health
Advocacy Associations, Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Services Boards, Behavioral Health Treatment and Prevention
Providers, Suicide Prevention Coalitions, Nurses, Physicians, Teachers/Educators, Universities, and all others want-

ing to help restore hope and connect for life are encouraged to attend.

What 6 s n elMkavitgevorke® in the arena of suicide prevention, mental health and alcohol and other drug addic-
tion, it is my personal opinion that the technology Dr. Albright will discuss holds extraordinary potential for implementing
public health approaches to suicide prevention across our communities. In his remarks Dr. Albright will cover research
findings as measured by a national survey conducted at 72 universities, including Vanderbilt and The Ohio State Univer-
sity and recent neurological discoveries that help explain the effectiveness of this approach.

Click on this link to register for the Webinar: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/782856641

I look forward to having you join us.

Best regards,

Carolyn Givens

Carolyn Givens, Executive Director
Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation


https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/782856641

