Ohio Governor’s
Challenge

The Governor’s Challenge
brings partners together to:

e Build collaboration among
military, veteran, behavioral
health, public health, and
community partners.

e Strengthen prevention efforts
using evidence-based strategies
and a public health approach.

e Understand the unique needs of
service members, veterans, and
their families. Lea rn More

e Share what works and learn
from communities across Ohio
and the nation.

e Measure progress and identify
opportunities for continued
improvement.

Preventing Suicide Among
Service Members, Veterans
& Their Families

Governor's Challenge to
Prevent Suicide Among SMVF
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https://www.lifesideohio.org/
https://www.ohiospf.org/sfr/
https://www.ohiospf.org/sfr/
https://starproviders.org/find-support/
https://starproviders.org/find-support/
https://www.samhsa.gov/technical-assistance/smvf/challenges
https://www.samhsa.gov/technical-assistance/smvf/challenges

What is the
Governor’s
Challenge?

The Governor's Challenge is a
national initiative led by the
U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs and SAMHSA to help
states strengthen suicide
prevention efforts for service
members, veterans, and their
families (SMVF).

All 50 states and five U.S.
territories are engaged in the
Governor's Challenge, working
to implement evidence-based,
statewide suicide prevention
strategies.

Governor’s Challenge to
Prevent Suicide Among SMVF

Ohio

Ohio’s Priority Areas

Life Side Ohio

Engaging firearm owners,
retailers, instructors, veterans,
service members, and other gun
owners to strengthen suicide
prevention and encourage
conversations within firearm
communities.

Suicide Fatality Review
Bringing local stakeholders and
experts together to examine the
circumstances surrounding
suicide deaths, identify
contributing factors, and
develop recommendations that
can help prevent future deaths.

Star Behavioral Health
Providers

Connecting service members,
veterans, and their families with
behavioral health providers
trained in military culture and
evidence-based practices, and
equipping providers with
specialized, military-aware
training.
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Working Across Ohio

Suicide prevention is a shared
responsibility. The Ohio Governor's
Challenge brings together state
agencies, veteran and military
organizations, behavioral health
professionals, and community
partners to strengthen prevention
efforts across Ohio.

Ohio Governor’s Challenge
partners include:

e Ohio Department of Veterans

Services

e Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation
e U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
e Ohio Brain Injury Program

e Ohio Army National Guard

e Department of Behavioral Health
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